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Cross-Infection From Periodontitis Sites to Failing Implant Sites in the Same Mouth.

Gouvoussis, J., Sindhusake, D. and Yeung, S. The International Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Implants, 12(5):666,1997. 
This study evaluated 25 tooth and implant sites in nine patients for the presence of seven putative periodontal pathogens, using specific DNA probes. Five of the nine patients demonstrated a strong likelihood of bacterial transmission from tooth to implant sites. These patients also demonstrated a high number of putative periodontopathic organisms present in the tooth sites tested. Therefore a significant risk was found of transmitting putative periodontopathic organisms from periodontitis sites to implant sites in the same mouth. The authors discuss the need for appropriate clinical protocols being developed to address this issue. Note: Along with several previous studies, this further emphasizes the need for good overall periodontal health prior to and following dental implant placement. All dental implant patients, and particularly those with remaining natural teeth, need to be in periodontal maintenance programs.
