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OCCLUSAL REHABILITATION IN THE LITERATURE

Dentists are confronted with a rather vexing problem in restoring the dentition of a partially endentulous patient with removable partial dentures. The problem centers mainly around the differences in characteristics of the supporting structures of the restoration––the relatively firmly attached natural teeth on the one hand, and the displaceable soft tissues of the residual ridges on the other hand. Additionally, occlusal and incisal relationships for removable partial dentures involve both the natural and artificial teeth. Factors related to both of these conditions must be observed and correlated in creating a harmonious occlusion with removable partial dentures. All of us recognize that the vexing problems of occlusal rehabilitation, including maintenance, are somewhat reduced when treating patients with fully tooth-borne removable restorations as opposed to the distal extension type of removable partial denture. 

The purpose in preparing this article was to elicit, by a review of textbooks and dental periodical literature, common denominators and differences in approaches advocated in the occlusal rehabilitation of partially endentulous patients by means of removable partial dentures. This undertaking was made more difficult because of the different meanings ascribed by authors, teachers, and clinicians to the same terms and words. 

In reviewing the literature, unless otherwise stated by an author, "balanced occlusion" was considered to mean simultaneous contacting of the upper and lower teeth on the right and left in the anterior and posterior occlusal areas in centric or any eccentric positions within the functional ranges of the teeth. By the same token, "centric occlusion" was considered to mean the relation of opposing occlusal surfaces which provides the maximum planned contact and/or intercuspation. 

Sixteen textbooks and 119 articles in dental periodical literature were reviewed in compiling the succeeding interpretations.  Inference that the available literature was exhausted to gather this information is not intended. However, it is believed that a representative cross-section of concepts and practices appeared in the literature reviewed. The continuing discussion is predominately related to the denture supported by both the teeth and residual ridges as opposed to the tooth-borne type of restoration. 
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