	The War Of The Worlds by HG Wells (Phoenix, £5.99) - The prolific storyteller died in 1946 but his prose still has immense power, as exemplified in his tale of a Martian invasion which freaked America when broadcast as a radio play.

Phoenix has re-issued many of Wells' now-classic tales as attractive paperbacks and they give much modern fiction a run for its money.

The Ali Abbas Story by Jane Warren (HarperCollins, £14.99)

TWELVE-year-old Ali became one of the human faces of last year's Iraq war. He lost 16 members of his family during the bombing of Baghdad, was severely burned and had his arms amputated. His story is told by journalist Jane Warren.

It's sobering to realise there were others like him. Ali was saved by his eloquence which attracted journalists to his filthy hospital bed rather than those of other dying children.

DNA: The Secret of Life by James Watson with Andrew Berry (Arrow, £8.99)

THE book marks the 50th anniversary of the discovery of DNA and traces its impact over the past half-century.

Watson, an American, discovered the double helix structure of DNA with the Englishman Francis Crick, advancing our understanding of genetics.


