Clinical Manifestations

Periodontal disease is usually painless until late in the disease process, when the teeth are so loose that some discomfort may appear upon chewing. Retention of food in a pocket site may provoke a sudden burst of microbial growth which could result in a painful abscess. At other times, the anterior teeth may become so loose that they separate and the patient visits a dentist because of the resulting poor aesthetics. However, under ordinary circumstances, it is bleeding upon brushing and/or concern over halitosis that brings the patient to the dentist. A thorough dental examination should find any pockets which may exist. If these pockets bleed upon probing, such bleeding is synonymous with tissue inflammation and warrants therapeutic intervention.
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This article aims to review how acupuncture can provide complimentary treatments to patients through implant rehabilitation. The following topics are discussed: control of gagging reflex, control of postoperative vomiting, control of postoperative pain, enhance anesthetic effects, control of anxiety, increase saliva production, enhance immune responses, management of temporomandibular dysfunction, smoking cessation, control diabetic mellitus, stimulation of peripheral nerve regeneration, and adverse effects.


